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HIGHLIGHTS 
May 25 - 31, 1997 


4 eavy rain (2 to 6 inches, with locally higher amounts) 
fell from the east-central Plains to the Ohio Valley, 
southward to the central Gulf Coast, along and south of the 
track of two slow-moving low-pressure systems. Strong 
thunderstorms--including one that spawned an F5 (greater 
than 260 mph winds) tornado, killing 27 people, in Jarrell, 
TX--struck several areas. Rainfall boosted topsoil moisture 
in the Middle Atlantic and Southeastern States, as well as 
on the northern and central Plains. Meanwhile, frequent 
showers dampened the Northwest. In contrast, topsoils 
began to dry out across the North-Central States, while hot, 
dry conditions persisted for a sixth consecutive week in the 

(Contniued on page 3) 
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CROP MOISTURE 
(SHORT TERM, CROP NEED VS. AVAILABLE WATER IN 5-FT. SOIL PROFILE) 


May 31, 1997 UPDATED WEEKLY 
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DEPICTS SHORT TERM (UPTO ABOUT 4 WEEKS) 
ABNORMAL DRYNESS OR WETNESS AFFECTING AGRICUL 
TURE, RESPONDS RAPIDLY, CAN CHANGE CONSDERABLY 
WEEK TO WEEK, AND INDICATES NORMAL CONDITIONS AT 
THE BEGINNING AND END OF THE GROWING SEASON. 


USES. APPLICABLE IN MEASURING THE SHORT TERM, 
WEEK-TO-WEEK, STATUS OF DRYNESS OR WETNESS AFFECTING WARM 
SEASON CROPS AND FIELD OPERATIONS. 


UMITATIONS. .MAY NOT BE APPLICABLE TO GERMINAT ING AND SHALLOW 

ROOTED CROPS WHICH ARE UNABLE TO EXTRACT THE DEEP OR SUBSOIL MOISTURE 
FROM A5-FOOT PROFLE, OR FOR COOL SEASON CROPS GROWING WHEN TEMPERA 
TURES ARE AVERAGING BELOW ABOUT 55 F. IT IS NOT GENERALLY INDICATIVE OF 
THE LONG TERM (MONTHS, YEARS) DROUGHT OR WET SPELLS WHICH ARE DEPICTED 
BY THE DROUGHT SEVERITY INDEX 
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CROP MOISTURE INDEX 
(SHORT TERM, CROP NEED VS. AVAILABLE WATER IN 5-FT. SOIL PROFILE) 
May 31, 1997 


(Index values are in tenths; example: 37 = 3.7) 
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SHADED AREAS: 


UNSHADED AREAS: 
INDEX INCREASED OR DID NOT CHANGE 


INDEX DECREASED - 
EXCESSIVELY WET; SOME FIELDS FLOODED 

TOO WET; SOME STANDING WATER 

SOME FIELDS TOO WET; PROSPECTS ABOVE NORMAL 
MOISTURE ADEQUATE FOR PRESENT CROP NEEDS 


ABOVE 3 
21703 


SOME DRYING BUT STILL EXCESSIVELY WET 
MORE DRY WEATHER NEEDED; WORK DELAYED 
FAVORABLE EXCEPT STILL TOO WET IN SPOTS 
FAVORABLE FOR NORMAL GROWTH AND FIELDWORK 





PROSPECTS IMPROVED BUT RAIN STILL NEEDED 

SOME IMPROVEMENT BUT STILL ABNORMALLY DRY 

DRYNESS EASED BUT FIELDS STILL EXCESSIVELY DRY 
SEVERE DRYNESS CONTINUES; MORE RAIN URGENTLY NEEDED 
NOT ENOUGH RAIN; STILL EXTREMELY DRY 


TOPSOIL MOISTURE SHORT; GERMINATION SLOW 
ABNORMALLY DRY; PROSPECTS DETERIORATING 
EXCESSIVELY ORY; YIELD PROSPECTS REDUCED 
- POTENTIAL YIELDS SEVERELY CUT BY DRYNESS 
. EXTREMELY DRY; MOST CROPS RUINED 


NOAA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY Based on preliminary reports 
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(Continued from front cover) 

Southwest. Weekly temperatures aver- 
aged 2 to 6°F above normal across the 
Southwest, except along the California 
coast, where departures ranged from +4 to 
+12°F. Although frosty weather finally 
departed the Corn Belt, temperatures 
averaged below normal (3 to 11°F) for the 
eighth consecutive week. The cool, damp 
week wrapped up the coldest May on 
record for several locations in the Great 
Lakes and Appalachian regions. 


Early in the week, heavy rain spanned the 
Nation from the Northwest to the East 
Coast. Daily-record totals on Sunday 
included 0.74 inches in Spokane, WA and 
2.44 inches in Harrisburg, PA. A single- 
day, May-record 2.48 inches soaked 
Pittsburgh, PA. Meanwhile in Alaska, 
record warmth persisted across the south 
and west, boosting weekly temperatures 3 
to 12°F above normal. In Bethel, the 
mercury topped 70°F on a May-record 6 
consecutive days (May 24-29), including a 
high of 75°F on Sunday. St. Paul Island 
notched May-record highs of 59°F on 
Tuesday and Wednesday. 


Clouds and showers associated with the 
first of two storms suppressed maximum 
temperatures across the Central States. 
On Tuesday, maxima struggled to 47°F in 
Norfolk, NE and 54°F in Kansas City, 
MO. Farther north, a batch of cool air 
edged eastward. Embarrass, MN 
recorded 22°F on Tuesday; Alpena, MI 
registered a daily-record low of 31°F the 
next day. By Thursday, daily-record 
minima along the East Coast included 
37°F in Atlantic City, NJ and 41°F in 
Baltimore, MD. Although the East 
remained cool, warmer weather arrived in 
the Central States by week's end. Grand 
Forks, ND, stricken by floodwaters little 
more than a month ago, logged 81°F on 
Friday, their first 80-degree reading since 
September 9, 1996. 


Cool, damp weather settled into the 
Southeast by midweek. On Thursday, 
highs failed to reach 60°F as far south as 
Atlanta, GA (59°F). Fittingly, the month 
wound up as the coldest May on record in 
several locations, including Lansing, MI 
(48.3°F), Pittsburgh, PA (54.2°F), 
Asheville, NC (58.3°F), and Bristol, TN 
(58.3°F). In contrast, maxima in Lompoc, 


Departure of Average Temperature from Normal (°F) 
MAY 25 - 31, 1997 














Extreme Maximum Temperature (°F) 
MAY 25 - 31, 1997 
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CA reached daily-record levels on 4 of the last 5 days of the month, including a high of 
89°F on May 31. Heat intensified across the Southwest at week's end. On Saturday, 
highs soared to May-record levels ahead of a cold front in locations such as Laughlin, NV 
(111°F), Salt Lake City, UT (95°F), and Blanding, UT (93°F). Farther north, however, 
an usually strong late-season storm dumped daily-record rainfall at several sites, including 
Portland, OR (1.45 inches) and Seattle, WA (1.13 inches). 


The F5 tornado struck Jarrell, near Austin, TX, on Tuesday afternoon. A few hours 
later, non-tornadic winds gusted to 122 mph near San Antonio, TX, at Kelly A.F.B. The 
next day, the year-to-date rainfall at Victoria, TX reached 37.76 inches, surpassing their 
annual normal of 37.41 inches. Farther east, numerous locations netted more than 4 
inches of rain during the week, including Meridian, MS, Mobile, AL, Evansville, IN, 
and Memphis, TN. Rainfall topped 6 inches in Lexington, KY. More than 20 percent 
of the year-to-date precipitation fell during the week in locations such as Akron-Canton, 
OH, Dodge City, KS, and Great Falls, MT. In Nebraska, North Platte's weekly total 
of 1.66 inches represented 45 percent of their year-to-date total. In contrast, the L.A. 
Civic Center, CA passed the 100-day mark (since February 17) without rain. 
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Average Soil Temperature (°F 4-Inch Bare) 
May 25 - 31, 1997 
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[Data for the northern and central Plains 
States provided by the National Weather 
Service High Plains Regional Climate Center. 
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Average Pan Evaporation (Inches/Day) 
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Total Growing Degree Days 
April 1 - May 31, 1997 
Growing Degree Days Departure from Normal 
April 1 - May 31, 1997 




















Total Growing Degree Days 
March 1 - May 31, 1997 





Growing Degree Days Departure from Normal 
- 31, 1997 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending May 31, 1997 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending May 31, 1997 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending May 31, 1997 
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Note: These data are preliminary and subject to change. In the past, precipitation totals from a number of stations have been incomplete. 
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HIGHLIGHTS 


Below-normal temperatures for the eighth straight week 
east of the Rocky Mountains continued to . slow 
development of newly planted crops. Heavy precipitation 
caused ponding and kept farmers out of fields in the 
lower Mississippi and Ohio Valleys. Favorable rains fell 
in the central and northern High Plains, alleviating 


drought-like conditions. Beneficial showers also fell 
along the southern and middle Atlantic Coast and in the 
Northwest, where crop development was beginning to 
slow due to lack of moisture. Soils turned dry in the 
Southwest as the region recorded the sixth consecutive 
week of hot weather. 





Winter wheat: The condition of the winter wheat crop improved 
somewhat over the week as rains moved through the major 
producing States. Wheat fields in Colorado, Nebraska, Oregon, 
and Washington showed the most improvement. The rain enabled 
wheat in Colorado and Nebraska to head rapidly as the crop was 
waiting for moisture before continuing to develop. Nationwide, 78 
percent (%) of the wheat crop was headed, ahead of the 74% 
headed on this date in 1996 and just behind the 5-year average of 
79%. Condition of the crop improved in Kansas, where 25% of 
the crop was turning color, ahead of 18% in 1996 and the average 
of 23%. Harvest activity spread northward in Texas and began in 
sandy areas of Oklahoma. Rain halted most harvest operations in 
the Southeast. 


Corn: Corn planting neared an end as 98% of the crop in the 17 
major corn-producing States was in the ground. This was well 
ahead of the 86% planted last year and the average of 89%. 
Despite early planting, crop emergence and development remained 
slow due to cool, wet weather. Farmers continued to use rotary 
hoes to aid emergence. In Michigan, Ohio, and Wisconsin, a few 
farmers replanted fields because of rotted seed. Overall, the corn 
crop rated mostly good. 


Soybeans: Planting of soybeans advanced to 77% complete, 
well ahead of the 44% of a year ago and the 59% average. 
Planting in Michigan progressed rapidly as farmers planted 32% 
of their State’s acreage by week’s end. Rain in many soybean- 
producing States interrupted planting operations. The last time 
soybean planting was this advanced in Illinois was in 1988. As 
with corn, the cool weather hampered emergence and growth of 
newly planted soybean fields. 


Cotton: Cotton growers made good progress as planting reached 
87% complete nationwide. Texas growers made good progress 
later in the week after violent storms halted planting early. 
Outside of Texas and Oklahoma, planting operations were winding 
down. Six percent of the Nation’s cotton crop was squaring. 
California growers actively cultivated, fertilized, irrigated, weeded, 


and sprayed fields. Cotton development in Arizona was ahead of 
both last year and the average. For the Nation, condition of the 
cotton crop rated mostly good. 


Rice: Rice fields progressed well as 92% of the crop was 
emerged by week’s end. This compares with 88% emerged in 
1996 and the average of 83%. Emergence of rice fields in 
California was well ahead of average as farmers treated fields for 
weeds. Growers in Arkansas fertilized and sprayed fields with 
herbicides. In Louisiana, water weevil populations continued to 
increase and some growers reported problems with sheath blight. 
Overall, condition of the rice crop improved slightly and rated 
mostly good. 


Other Small Grains: Dry soils in the upper Midwest allowed 
planting of spring small grains to move ahead of the average pace. 
For the Nation, spring wheat planting reached 95% complete as 
Minnesota growers planted one-fourth of their State’s acreage. 
Spring wheat emergence lagged behind average due to the late 
planting start caused by flooding and saturated soils in the Red 
River Valley. Condition of the crop declined slightly as soils dried 
in Idaho, North Dakota, and South Dakota. Barley planting was 
winding down, with 96% of the crop in the ground. Like spring 
wheat, barley emergence lagged behind normal due to the late 
planting start. Condition of the barley crop increased slightly as 
rain fell in Montana and Washington and soils dried in Minnesota. 
Oat planting neared an end and emergence was 85% complete. 
Oat condition was unchanged from the previous week. 


Other Crops: Peanut planting advanced to 80% complete, 
behind both 86% planted at this time last year and the average of 
81%. Peanut growers in North Carolina made good progress and 
neared their normal planting pace. Beneficial rains helped to 
improve the peanut crop condition in drier areas of the Southeast. 
Fifty-nine percent of the sorghum crop was planted, just ahead of 
56% in 1996 and the average of 55%. Growers in Colorado and 
Illinois made rapid progress planting 24% and 29%, respectively, 
of their States’ acreage. 
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the 1996 spring wheat crop. 
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the 1996 barley crop. 
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These 8 States produced 99% of 
the 1996 peanut crop. 
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These 5 States produced 96% of 
the 1996 spring wheat crop. 
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"Week Ending June 1, 1997. 
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These summaries, yore Foudite in April anit paar em aa monthly in the ott panera ovanaiele brief oeiididens of crop aa wena conditions 
important on a national scale. More detailed data are available in Weather and Crop Bulletins published each Monday by NASS State Statistical Offices in 
cooperation with the National Weather Service. The crop weather reports are also available on the Internet through the NASS Home Page on the World Wide 
Web at http://www.usda.gov/nass/ or from JAWF at http://www.usda.gov/oce/waob/jawf. 


ALABAMA: Days suitable for fieldwork 2.4. Topsoil 1% short, 43% 
adequate, 56% surplus. Corn silked 5%, 16% 1996, 11% avg.; 4% 
poor, 20% fair, 72% good, 4% excellent. Wheat harvested 18%, 25% 
1996, 19% avg.; 2% very poor, 6% poor, 29% fair, 54% good, 9% 
excellent. Livestock 1% poor, 14% fair, 69% good, 16% excellent. Much 
needed rains provided relief around the State. Some areas are soaked. 





ALASKA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.5. Topsoil, subsoil 45% short, 
55% adequate. Potato planting 65% complete. Barley emergence 75% 
complete. Oat emergence 65% complete. Pasture feed 25% poor, 25% 
fair, 45% good, 5% excellent. Crop growth 45% slow, 45% moderate, 
10% rapid. 





ARIZONA: Cotton development ahead of 1996, average. Small grains 
30% harvested, 43% 1996, 40% avg.; 7% fair, 58% good, 35% 
excellent. Alfalfa harvest activity 0% light, 22% moderate, 70% active, 
8% not being harvested; 2% poor, 9% fair, 32% good, 57% excellent. 
Potato, dry onion harvest active in the central area. Central growers 
also shipped sweet corn, watermelons, cabbage, carrots, mixed greens, 
kale, parsley. Western growers shipped cantaloupe, honeydews, 
watermelons, specialty melons. Limited supply of bell peppers also 
being shipped. Iceberg lettuce continued to be harvested from the 
eastern area. Valencia orange, grapefruit harvest continued steady. 
Grape harvest continued in the west. Range conditions improved during 
May as mid-month showers added much needed moisture. Some areas 
across the State need additional precipitation, however, to help make it 
through the heat of the summer. Cattle, calves were rated in mostly fair 
condition. Stock water, soil moisture supplies were rated short to 
adequate overall, more run-off is needed to keep tanks from drying out. 
Insect damage was reported as very light. 





ARKANSAS: _A series of low pressure systems brought periods of 
rain. Cloud cover kept temperatures below seasonal averages. Main 
farming activities: Harvest of hay; soybean planting; pasture fertilization, 
weed control; rice acres fertilized, sprayed with herbicides; fertilizing 
corn, soybeans. Other farming activity included: Hornfly control in 
cattle; Bermuda grass pasture preparation; cultivating corn, soybeans; 
working melon, peach, strawberry crops; preparing for wheat harvest in 
seven to ten days; cotton treated for cutworms; scouting cotton; tomato 
pest control; top dressing rice with nitrogen. 





CALIFORNIA: Field activities progressed normally as favorable 
conditions prevailed in most areas. Harvest of wheat, barley, oats for 
grain continued in the San Joaquin, Imperial valleys. Sacramento Valley 
wheat harvest was slowed by wet soils from the previous week’s rain. 
Harvested small grain, winter forage fields were prepared for second 
crop plantings. Rice planting was complete. Emerging fields were 
treated for weeds. Cotton growers were actively cultivating, fertilizing, 
irrigating, weeding, spraying for aphids, lygus, mites. Desert area cotton 
fields were setting bolls. Black eye beans, corn, safflower showed good 
growth. Garbanzo beans were drying for harvest in the San Joaquin 
Valley. Safflower, seed alfalfa were blooming in central, southern 
counties, some fields were treated for lygus, mites, weevils. Sugar beet 
harvest continued in the San Joaquin Valley. New crop sugar beets 
were sprayed for cutworms in the Sacramento Valley. Alfalfa, oats, 
sudan grass, winter forage were cut for hay or green chopped. Harvest 
of apricots, nectarines, peaches, plums continued, although cool 
weather slowed stone fruit development. Sizing sprays were applied to 
table grapes, fungicides were applied to some vineyards. Apples were 
treated for codling moth, mites. Walnuts were sprayed for codling moth, 
blight. Valencia oranges, lemons continued to be harvested. Older olive 
trees in the central San Joaquin Valley had poorer fruit set compared 
with younger trees. Lettuce harvest continued in the Salinas- 
Watsonville area. Harvest of broccoli, cauliflower in the central coast 





area progressed normally. Sweet corn, cantaloups, watermelons were 
treated for worms, aphids in the San Joaquin, Sacramento valleys, while 
harvest was underway in the Imperial Valley. Carrots were harvested 
in Imperial, Kern Counties. Sweetpotatoes were planted in the San 
Joaquin Valley. Tomatoes continued to bloom and set fruit in central, 
southern counties. Onions, peppers were harvested in southern areas. 
Potatoes, carrots were harvested in Kern County. Garlic harvest was 
ongoing. Picking of cucumbers, squash continued in Tulare County. 
Rangeland conditions were fair to poor in most areas, with conditions 
slightly better at higher elevations. Rangeland grass quality, quantity 
continued to deteriorate due to the hot, dry weather. Recent rains and 
slightly cooler weather in northern areas were beneficial to perennial 
rangeland grasses. Foothill pastures, ranges were very dry, with 
serious potential for wildfires. Livestock were generally in good condition, 
although some cattle began to suffer heat stress. Cattle were being 
moved to higher pastures, feediots, or sales yards. 





COLORADO: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.7. Topsoil 17% very short, 
24% short, 52% adequate, 7% surplus. Subsoil 18% very short, 22% 
short, 57% adequate, 3% surplus. Spring barley 99% emerged, 100% 
1996, 93% avg.; 1% very poor, 4% poor, 14% fair, 60% good, 21% 
excellent. Oats 100% seeded, 100% 1996, 95% avg.; 94% emerged, 
97% 1996, 82% avg.; 1% very poor, 3% poor, 23% fair, 58% good, 15% 
excellent. Corn 92% emerged, 88% 1996, 68% avg. Spring wheat 
100% planted, 100% 1996, 97% avg.; 91% emerged, 99% 1996, 82% 
avg.; 1% very poor, 8% poor, 14% fair, 46% good, 31% excellent. 
Sorghum 6% emerged, 3% 1996, 4% avg. Summer potatoes 86% 
emerged, 93% 1996, 77% avg.; 1% very poor, 7% poor, 17% fair, 62% 
good, 13% excellent. Dry onion 3% very poor, 13% poor, 21% fair, 48% 
good, 15% excellent. Sugar beets 5% thinned, 15% 1996, 11% avg.; 
3% very poor, 8% poor, 24% fair, 52% good, 13% excellent. Fall 
potatoes 100% planted, 100% 1996, 96% avg.; 10% emerged, 33% 
1996, 12% avg. Dry beans 31% planted, 34% 1996, 16% avg.; 4% 
emerged, 4% 1996, 2% avg. Alfalfa 13% 1st cutting, 13% 1996, 9% 
avg. Winter wheat 99% jointed, 100% 1996, 96% avg.; 83% headed, 
73% 1996, 67% avg. Livestock mostly good to fair. 





DELAWARE: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.0. Topsoil 11% short, 86% 
adequate, 3% surplus. Subsoil 3% short, 94% adequate, 3% surplus. 
Winter wheat 5% poor, 21% fair, 65% good, 9% excellent; 93% headed, 
97% 1996, 97% avg.; 5% turned, 3% 1996, 4% avg. Barley 5% poor, 
23% fair, 71% good, 1% excellent; 58% turned, 58% 1996, 58% avg. 
Corn 90% planted, 87% 1996, 95% avg. Soybeans 22% planted, 20% 
1996, 30% avg. Tomatoes 58% planted, 75% 1996, 73% avg. 
Watermelions 63% planted, 57% 1996, 77% avg. Cantaloupes 65% 
planted, 52% 1996, 72% avg. Sweet corn 62% planted, 67% 1996, 
84% avg. Apples 2% fair, 96% good, 2% excellent. Peaches 5% poor, 
15% fair, 77% good, 3% excellent. Hay supplies 13% short, 87% 
adequate. Clover and other hays 79% 1st cutting harvested, 51% 1996, 
63% avg.; 21% 2nd cutting harvested, 0% 1996, 0% avg. Alfalfa 72% 
1st cutting harvested, 42% 1996, 58% avg. Activities: Harvesting hay 
continues, green pea harvesting to begin, planting soybeans, number of 
reports received of grub and wireworm damage in field corn, barley at 
soft dough stage. 





FLORIDA: Topsoil is mostly adequate throughout the State. Fieldwork 
was interrupted often by frequent rain showers in many areas this past 
week. As weather permitted, soybean planting continued, as cotton and 
peanut planting were winding down. Haying was slowed by rains. 
Sugarcane growth was normal. Corn, forages, and tobacco were 
making good growth. Growers were harvesting small grains when 
weather permited. Tomato harvesting was beginning in Gadsden 
County. Picking of most vegetables was virtually finished around 
Immokalee. Major vegetables shipped were sweet corn, watermelons, 
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tomatoes, potatoes, and peppers. The weather was hot and humid with 
rain in most areas, as irrigation was reduced. New growth was 
abundant. New crop fruit was making good progress. Valencia harvest 
was active in all areas. Grapefruit movement was slowing as packing 
houses closed. Caretakers were cutting cover crops, spraying, 
fertilizing, and resetting young trees. Pasture feed condition was 5% 
poor, fair 30%, good 55%, and excellent 10%. Condition of cattle herds 
was 5% poor, fair 20%, good 70%, and excellent 5%. Condition of most 
pastures in State improved due to statewide rains. Some central area 
pastures were in poor to fair condition, with ponds going dry. 





GEORGIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.5. Soil moisture was 3% very 
short, 11% short, 64% adequate, and 22% surplus. Corn development 
was 24% silked, compared with 8% in 1996 and the 19% avg. Hay 
was 1% very poor, 5% poor, 31% fair, 60% good, and 3% excellent. 
Peanuts were 8% blooming, compared with 16% in 1996 and the 15% 
avg. Sorghum was 4% poor, 23% fair, 71% good, 2% excellent; and 
52% planted, compared with 75% in 1996 and the 69% avg. Soybeans 
were 2% poor, 28% fair, 65% good, and 5% excellent. Tobacco was 1% 
very poor, 8% poor, 44% fair, 44% good, and 3% excellent. Wheat was 
35% harvested for grain, compared with 16% in 1996 and the 33% avg. 
Onions were 99% harvested, compared with 97% ub 1996 and the 98% 
avg. Watermelons were 1% very poor, 3% poor, 29% fair, 59% good, 
and 8% excellent. Apples were 2% poor, 25% fair, 64% good, and 9% 
excellent. Peaches were 2% very poor, 14% poor, 18% fair, 48% good, 
and 18% excellent; 35% were harvested, compared with 11% in 1996, 
and the 23% avg. Pecans were 1% very poor, 4% poor, 27% fair, 57% 
good, and 11% excellent. Damp, cold weather stopped fieldwork in the 
north. Thunderstorms were in the south. Rain was welcomed, while 
cool weather was still causing concern. Rain was timely for corn, and 
the wind caused some damage. Small grain harvest was slowed by 
damp weather. Hay harvest was stopped. Some cuttings may have 
been lost. Tobacco crops showed disease, isolated wind, and hail 
damage. Cotton and peanut planting was slowed, while minimum till 
allowed some progress. Cool weather slowed Bermuda grass pastures 
and hay fields growth. Activities: Limited small grain harvest was 
limited mostly in the south. Producers planted cotton and soybeans, 
Cultivated and sprayed cotton herbicides, sprayed peanut fungicides, 
and harvested peaches. 





HAWAH: Mostly sunny weather favored agriculture. Irrigation heavy in 
major vegetable regions. Light to moderate rains, late in the week, 
helped crops at western, eastern end of State. Banana production 
steady most areas, showers helped crop development in major areas. 
Overall papaya production steady, harvesting increasing from new 
areas; disease remained problem in some fields. Head cabbage 
production limited by soft market. Crop condition good. Sweet corn 
production expected to continue increasing. Watermelon harvesting 
expected to remain moderate to heavy; crop condition most good, some 
fair. Ginger root harvest continues. Some maturity problems with 
harvested ginger. 





IDAHO: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.0. Rainfall across the State 
improved range conditions, delayed final potato, grain planting. Topsoil 
9% surplus, 81% adequate, 10% short. Spring wheat jointed 38%, 
booted 15%, headed 3%. Barley jointed 33%, booted 12%, headed 4%. 
Winter wheat jointed 90%; booted 63%. Potatoes planted 95%, 95% 
1996, 94% avg.; emerged 44%, 31% 1996, 41% avg. Alfalfa hay 
harvested (ist cutting) 17%, 10% 1996, 19% avg. Corn planted 95%; 
92% 1996; 92% avg.; emerged 86%, 69% 1996, 67% avg. Dry beans 
planted 51%, 26% 1996, 41% avg.; emerged 10%, 8% 1996, 13% avg. 
Dry peas planted 96%, 69% 1996, 90% avg.; emerged 62%, 47% 1996, 
79% avg. Lentils planted 96%, 79% 1996, 94% avg.; emerged 65%, 
36% 1996, 73% avg. Oats planted 96%, 87% 1996, 93% avg.; emerged 
84%, 77% 1996, 82% avg. Irrigation water supply 59% excellent, 41% 
good. Activities: Completing small grain, potato, corn, dry pea planting, 
planting dry beans, harvesting alfalfa, moving livestock to spring 
pasture, scouting, spraying for insects, diseases, tying up hops, 
cultivating, irrigating, weed control. 





ILLINOIS: Days suitable for fieldwork 2.7. Topsoil 7% short, 69% 
adequate, 24% surplus. Fieldwork slowed last week as needed 





showers, and in some areas heavy rain, were common most of the 
week. Soybean planting is nearly complete with 92% of crop planted by 
ist compared with 30% 1996, 56% avg. Last time soybean planting 
was this advanced, as of June 1, was in 1988. Latest rainfall has most 
reporters optimistic about the crops, but the general consensus is that 
warm weather is needed for crops to make good progress. Where 
rainfall was scarce last week farmers were haying, spraying, hoeing 
soybeans, side dressing corn. Corn height 6 in., 4 in. 1996, 4 in. avg. 
Wheat filled 38%, 22% 1996, 41% avg.; turning yellow 1%, 2% 1996, 
6% avg. Oats headed 11%, 15% 1996, 16% avg,; filled less than 1%, 
1% 1996, 3% avg.; 2% poor, 21% fair, 65% good, 12% excellent. 
Alfalfa hay 1st cutting 30%, 11% 1996, 37% avg.; 1% poor, 34% fair, 
60% good, 5% excellent. Red clover hay cutting 28%, 13% 1996, 30% 
avg.; 1% very poor, 4% poor, 24% fair, 61% good, 10% excellent. 





INDIANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 1.1. Topsoil 1% short, 54% 
adequate, 45% surplus. Subsoil 3% short, 69% adequate, 28% surplus. 
Rain, wet field conditions halted field operations. Emergence, growth of 
both corn, soybeans remain slow. Heavy weekend rain caused ponding, 
flooding in some fields. Range, pasture feed 1% very poor, 5% poor, 
30% fair, 51% good, 13 excellent. Alfalfa 1st cutting 16% complete. 
Transplanting of tobacco 20% complete. Activities: Corn planting, 
soybean planting, cutting hay, rotary hoeing, applying herbicide, field 
preparation, caring for livestock. 





IOWA: _ Days suitable for fieldwork 1.5. Topsoil short 3%, adequate 
78%, surplus 19%. Subsoil short 3%, adequate 85%, surplus 12%. 
Continued cool, wet weather hampered crop progress, warm weekend 
weather was welcome. Yellow corn, slow soybean emergence, short hay 
fields, pastures were reported across the State. Corn planted 100%, 
96% 1996, 92% avg.; emerged 87%, 84% 1996, 76% avg. Soybeans 
planted 92%, 58% 1996, 69% avg.; emerged 45%, 19% 1996, 39% 
avg.; 6% poor, 37% fair, 51% good, 6% excellent. Hay 3% very poor, 
16% poor, 42% fair, 34% good, 5% excellent. Condition of oats, winter 
wheat, pasture all decreased in the past week. Oats 1% very poor, 5% 
poor, 31% fair, 53% good, 10% excellent. Pasture feed 2% very poor, 
11% poor, 41% fair, 39% good, 7% excellent. Winter wheat 1% very 
poor, 4% poor, 29% fair, 58° good, 9% excellent. Cattle conditions 
declined somewhat with the cool conditions, feedlots became muddy 
through the beginning of the week. Hogs are reported to be in good 
condition, with pig losses reported as below normal. 





KANSAS: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.7. Topsoil 2% very short, 13% 
short, 70% adequate, 15% surplus. Subsoil 2% very short, 13% short, 
81% adequate, 4% surplus. Wheat turning 25%, 18% 1996, 23% avg. 
Received much needed rain, wheat conditions improving. Reports of 
aphids, weevils, chinch bugs in wheat fields, infestations mostly light. 
Diseases reported wheat streak mosaic, barley yellow dwarf, leaf rust 
in wheat, infestations mostly none to moderate. Slow emergence in corn 
due to cool nights. Alfalfa hay 1st cut 60%, 41% 1996, 52% avg. 
Pasture feed 5% poor, 26% fair, 63% good, 6% excellent. Stock water 
supplies 5% short, 87% adequate, 8% surplus. Major field activities 
included: Planting soybeans, sorghum, sunflowers, cutting hay. Cattle 
doing well on pasture in most regions, some regions needing rain. 





KENTUCKY: Days suitable for fieldwork 1.6. Rain, cool weather 
prevailed. Topsoil 1% short, 40% adequate, 59% surplus. Subsoil 2% 
short, 59% adequate, 39% surplus. Field activities included repairing 
machinery mending fences, working with livestock. Little fieldwork 
accomplished. Corn acreage planted 90% 85% 1996, 91% avg.; 
emerged 82%; 1% very poor, 6% poor, 28% fair, 56% good, 9% 
excellent. Soybean acreage planted 30%, 18% 1996, 33% avg.; 
emerged 22%; Soybeans emerged 3% poor, 22% fair, 67% good, 8% 
excellent. Burley tobacco acreage set 35%, 35% 1996, 49% avg. Dark 
tobacco acreage set 40%, 62% 1996, 61% avg. Set tobacco 1% very 
poor, 4% poor, 35% fair, 51% good, 9% excellent. Winter wheat 3% 
poor, 22% fair, 67% good, 8% excellent. Hay 1% very poor, 12% poor, 
38% fair, 42% good, 7% excellent. Pasture feed 1% very poor, 9% poor, 
37% fair, 43% good, 10% excellent. 





LOUISIANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 2.2. Soil moisture 1% short, 
45% adequate, 54% surplus. Corn 2% poor, 12% fair, 77% good, 9% 
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excellent; 8% silked, 23% 1996, 26% avg.; 0% dough, 1% 1996, 3% 
avg. Cotton 96% emerged, 99% 1996, 97% avg. Hay 57% 1st cutting, 
66% 1996, 57% avg. Hay cutting was once again delayed by wet 
conditions. Peaches 6% harvested, 15% 1996, 10% avg. Rice 98% 
planted, 100% 1996, 98% avg.; 0% headed, 0% 1996, 1% avg. Rice 
fields, water weevil populations continued to grow. Some rice growers 
reported problems with sheath blight also. Sorghum 1% poor, 34% fair, 
65% good; 86% emerged, 97% 1996, 86% avg. Soybeans 5% poor, 
26% fair, 65% good, 4% excellent; 62% emerged, 74% 1996, 58% avg.; 
condition deteriorated due to wet conditions. Spring plowing 96% 
plowing, 100% 1996, 98% avg. Sugarcane 5% poor, 24% fair, 58% 
good, 13% excellent; growth made excellent progress despite weed 
problems in many fields. Sweetpotatoes 38% planted, 29% 1996, 32% 
avg. Wheat 11% poor, 50% fair, 38% good, 1% excellent; 100% turning 
color, 100% 1996, 98% avg.; 20% harvested, 55% 1996, 52% avg. 
Wheat harvest remained on hold due to excessive soil moisture. 
Livestock 4% poor, 30% fair, 59% good, 7% excellent. Vegetables 9% 
poor, 39% fair, 47% good, 5% excellent. 





MARYLAND: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.2. Topsoil 6% very short, 
17% short, 68% adequate, 9% surplus. Subsoil 5% very short, 12% 
short, 76% adequate, 7% surplus. Winter wheat 2% very poor, 5% 
poor, 25% fair, 53% good, 15% excellent; 94% headed, 94% 1996, 96% 
avg.; 7% turned, 5% 1996, 13% avg. Rye 2% poor, 15% fair, 73% 
good, 10% excellent; 50% turned, 26% 1996, 21% avg.; 20% harvested, 
0% 1996, 2% avg. Barley 2% very poor, 4% poor, 21% fair, 56% good, 
17% excellent; 35% turned, 52% 1996, 55% avg. Field corn 92% 
planted, 83% 1996, 91% avg. Soybeans 36% planted, 12% 1996, 32% 
avg. Apples 3% very poor, 8% poor, 22% fair, 67% good. Peaches 
45% very poor, 5% poor, 5% fair, 45% good. Cantaloupe 86% planted, 
84% 1996, 84% avg. Sweet corn 76% planted, 75% 1996, 77% avg. 
Watermelons 87% planted, 85% 1996, 82% avg. Tomatoes 90% 
planted, 88% 1996, 83% avg. Tobacco 43% transplanted, 30% 1996, 
43% avg. Hay supplies 9% very short, 17% short, 71% adequate, 3% 
surplus. Alfalfa hay 59% 1st cutting, 51% 1996, 61% avg. Clover and 
other hays 47% 1st cutting harvested, 27% 1996, 39% avg. Activities: 
Harvesting hay, soybean planting continuing. 


MICHIGAN: Precipitation was scattered throughout the State. 
Weather remained cool. Even 5 weeks after planting, some crops were 
having problems emerging as a result of these low temperatures. 
Topsoil moisture levels were 2% short, 71% adequate, and 27% 
surplus. Subsoil moisture levels were 1% very short, 5% short, and 73% 
adequate, and 21% surplus. The potato crop progress was 87% 
planted, compared with 77% in 1996 and the 86% avg. Asparagus was 
34% harvested, compared with 47% in 1996 and the 57% avg. Previous 
weeks' estimate was revised to 18% of the asparagus harvested. 








MINNESOTA Days suitable for fieldwork 4.3. Topsoil 9% very short, 
19% short, 64% adequate, 8% surplus. Corn 99% planted, 91% 1996, 
93% avg.; 80% emerged, 64% 1996, 73% avg.; 1% Cultivated, 2% 
1996, 8% avg. Soybeans 91% planted, 62% 1996, 76% avg.; 31% 
emerged, 31% 1996, 43% avg. Spring wheat 91% planted, 71% 1996, 
92% avg.; 54% emerged, 45% 1996, 77% avg.; 2% jointed, 0% 1996, 
14% avg. Oats 98% planted, 96% 1996, 98% avg.; 88% emerged, 
88% 1996, 90% avg.; 6% jointed, 2% 1996, 16% avg. Barley 96% 
planted, 66% 1996, 89% avg.; 49% emerged, 42% 1996, 74% avg.; 1% 
jointed, 0% 1996, 11% avg. Sweet corn 74% planted, 67% 1996, 71% 
avg. Green peas 97% planted, 91% 1996, 90% avg. Potatoes 65% 
planted, 65% 1996, 81% avg. Flaxseed 58% planted, 27% 1996, 64% 
avg. Dry edible beans 55% planted, 34% 1996, 67% avg. Sunflowers 
53% planted, 39% 1996, 74% avg. Alfalfa 1% ist cutting , 1% 1996, 
7% avg. Pasture feed 6% very poor, 21% poor, 40% fair, 31% good, 
2% excellent. Spring wheat 1% very poor, 5% poor, 18% fair, 72% 
good, 4% excellent. Barley 1% very poor, 6% poor, 22% fair, 64% good, 
7% excellent. Corn 1% very poor, 9% poor, 38% fair, 47% good, 5% 
excellent. Oats 1% very poor, 4% poor, 48% fair, 42% good, 5% 


excellent. Sugar beets 1% very poor, 8% poor, 30% fair, 56% good, 
5% excellent. 





MISSISSIPPI: Days suitable for fieldwork 1.2. Soil moisture 35% 
adequate, 65% surplus. Corn 100% emerged, 100% 1996, 95% avg.; 





6% silked, 4% 1996, 5% avg.; 3% poor, 18% fair, 62% good, 17% 
excellent. Soybeans 80% planted, 92% 1996, 63% avg.; 68% emerged, 
82% 1996, 52% avg.; 4% poor, 22% fair, 54% good, 20% excellent. 
Wheat 48% mature, 70% 1996, 69% avg.; 3% harvested, 8% 1996, 
11% avg.; 1% very poor, 8% poor, 42% fair, 42% good, 7% excellent. 
Peaches 12% harvested, 7% 1996, 11 avg.; 3% poor, 15% fair, 53% 
good, 29% excellent. Peanuts 94% planted, 97% 1996, 84%avg.; 1% 
fair, 98% good, 1% excellent. Sweetpotatoes 10% planted, 23% 1996, 
35% avg.; 19% poor, 6% fair, 75% good. Hay 80% harvested (cool 
season), 85% 1996, N/A avg.; (warm season), 12% harvested, 13% 
1996, N/A avg.; 1% very poor, 8% poor, 34% fair, 44% good, 13% 
excellent. Watermelons 93% planted, 98% 1996%, 94% avg.; 3% very 
poor, 8% poor, 28% fair, 51% good, 10% excellent. Blueberries 6% 
poor, 14% fair, 56% good, 24% excellent. Cattle 2% poor, 18% fair, 62% 
good, 18% excellent. Pasture feed 3% poor, 19% fair, 59% good, 19% 
excellent. Activities: Planting cotton, rice, sorghum, soybeans, 
harvesting hay. Excessive rainfall across most of the State delayed all 
fieldwork, fertilized pastures responded well. 





MISSOURI: Days suitable for fieldwork 1.6. Topsoil 6% short, 50% 
adequate, 44% surplus. Warm weather needed for all crops. Bean 
planting most advanced in the northwest, north-central, central districts 
with 71% or more planted, least advanced southwest, south-central. 
Sorghum planting most advanced in southern third at 85 to 89%, least 
advanced north-central, central at under 50%. Wheat heading 
virtually complete across southern third of State, least advanced 
northeastern district at 60%. Wheat coloring 33% southeast, not yet 
begun in northern two thirds of State. First crop alfalfa 34%, 32% 1996, 
39% avg. Other hay 16%, 13% 1996, 19% avg. Pasture feed 1% very 
poor, 10% poor, 39% fair, 46% good, 4% excellent. 





MONTANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.1. Topsoil 5% very short, 
11% short, 78% adequate, 6% surplus. Subsoil 5% very short, 26% 
short, 63% adequate, 6% surplus. Precipitation throughout the State 
has helped emergence of spring grains, crop conditions, soil moisture. 
Oats 95% planted, 85% 1996, 93% avg.; emerged 77%, 62% 1996, 
73% avg.; 3% poor, 44% fair, 47% good, 6% excellent. Sugar beets 
100% planted, 100% 1996, 100% avg.; 98% emerged, 97% 1996. Corn 
95% planted, 90% 1996, 93% avg.; 86% emerged, 57% 1996. Potatoes 
86% planted, 61% 1996, 79% avg.; emerged 25%. Dry beans 98% 
planted, 84% 1996, 90% avg.; emerged 70%, 32% 1996. Calving 99% 
complete, lambing 94% complete. Cattle moved to summer pasture 
87%, 81% 1996, 78% avg.; sheep moved 75%, 80% 1996, 74% avg. 





NEBRASKA: Days suitable for fieldwork 1.1. Subsoil 13% short, 84% 
adequate, 3% surplus. Topsoil 9% short, 79% adequate, 12% surplus. 
Wet weather conditions over much of the State the past week limited 
fieldwork activities. A marked improvement in topsoil moisture supplies 
was indicated statewide. However, sunshine, warm weather were 
needed to boost row crop growth, development. Rains were especially 
welcome in dry western counties where wheat was showing drought 
stress. By the weekend, dry, warm weather conditions allowed some 
producers to get back in the field. Winter wheat 1% very poor, 12% 
poor, 45% fair, 39% good, 3% excellent; 94% jointed, 95% 1996, 99% 
avg.; 60% headed, 32% 1996, 57% avg. Corn 90% emerged, 83% 
1996, 74% avg. Soybeans 84% planted, 51% 1996, 65% avg.; 51% 
emerged, 23% 1996, 35% avg.; reports in the eastern counties indicated 
a presence of cutworms in some fields. Sorghum 77% planted, 42% 
1996, 55% avg.; 32% emerged, 19% 1996, 29% avg. Oats 1% very 
poor, 5% poor, 22% fair, 61% good, 11% excellent. Dry bean 11% 
planted, 21% 1996, 20% avg. Alfalfa4% very poor, 14% poor, 34% fair, 
42% good, 6% excellent; 5% 1st cutting, 3% 1996, 22% avg. Wild hay 
1% very poor, 10% poor, 36% fair, 51% good, 2% excellent. Pasture 
feed, range 1% very poor, 8% poor, 30% fair, 54% good, 7% excellent. 
Moving cattle to pastures. Other activities; cultivating row crops. 


NEVADA: Alfalfa hay growing fast with the seasonally high 
temperatures; condition fair. Spraying for weevil, lygus continued. First 
Cutting alfalfa increasing north; 2nd cutting complete extreme south. 
Corn, sudan planting advanced north. Smut remained a concern in 
winter barley northwest; crop condition poor to good. Wheat mostly 
good. Onions, garlic in good to excellent condition. Potatoes condition 
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good. Weeding of row crops underway. Pastures, ranges beginning to 
dry in some areas. Branding continued in some cattle herds. Main farm, 
ranch activities: Alfalfa hay harvest, irrigating, spraying. 





NEW ENGLAND: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.8. Topsoil 3% short, 
85% adequate, 12% surplus. Subsoil 85% adequate, 15% surplus. 
Pasture feed 25% very poor, 7% poor, 32% fair, 48% good, 11% 
excellent. Massachusetts potatoes 95% planted, 95% 1996, 95% avg.; 
60% emerged; condition good. Rhode Island potatoes 85% planted, 85% 
1996, 90% avg.; 50% emerged; condition good. Maine potatoes 35% 
planted, 80% 1996, 80% avg.; 0% emerged. Field corn 60% planted, 
65% 1996, 70% avg.; 20% emerged; condition good. Sweet corn 50% 
planted, 60% 1996, 70% avg.; 30% emerged; condition good to fair. 
Oats in Maine 30% planted, 90% 1996, 85% avg.; <5% emerged. 
Barley Maine 30% planted, 95% 1996; <5% emerged; condition good. 
Shade tobacco 75% planted, 85% 1996, 80% avg.; condition good. 
Broadleaf tobacco 30% planted, 10% 1996, 25% avg.; condition good. 
Hay 5% harvested, 5% 1996, 10% avg.; condition fair. Cranberries in 
bud stage; condition good. Highbush blueberries early bloom to full 
bloom; condition good. Wild blueberries reported in early bloom; 
condition good. Strawberries full bloom to early bloom; condition fair to 
good. Pears in full bloom to petal fall; condition good. Apples full bloom 
to petal fall; condition good. Peaches in petal fall; condition fair to good. 
All fruit sets reported as average. Last week, farmers rushed to play 
catch-up as Mother Nature provided more suitable weather conditions. 
All six New England States reported a very busy week of corn planting. 
Also, some have started the first crop of hay. Major farm activities: 
Planting field corn, weed spraying, fertilizing. 





NEW JERSEY: Days suitable for fieldwork 6. Topsoil short to 
adequate. Farmers are busy implementing pest control measures, 
fertilizing, planting, harvesting. Currently, planting tomatoes, peppers, 
sweetpotatoes, snap beans, sweet corn, soybeans field corn. 
Harvesting of lettuce (all types), asparagus, spinach, leeks, herbs, 
parsley, turnips, endive, escarole, beets, savoy, Chinese cabbage, peas, 
kale, Swiss chard. Cutting of hay occurring. Wheat, barley are heading 
up. Pasture feed good. Peaches, blueberries are sizing well. Some 
thinning of peaches reported. Early blooming of cranberries reported. 
Harvesting of strawberries continues. 





NEW MEXICO: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.8 under mostly dry 
conditions last week. Farmers were completing planting of cotton and 
com as the planting of sorghum continued. Adequate soil moisture has 
many farmers planting sorghum earlier this year. By the end of the 
week, 44% of the sorghum was planted, compared with 23% in 1996 
and average in the north, while the second cutting neared the halfway 
point in the south. Statewide, the alfalfa crop was in good condition. 
Wheat crop was also reported in good condition as farmers were busy 
preparing for the upcoming harvest. Lettuce harvest was completed 
last week as onion harvest got underway. Onions were 6% harvested 
by week's end. Pecans were in good condition, with an average nut set 
expected. Ranchers continued moving livestock to summer pastures, 
while calving, branding and sheep shearing continued. Cattle and sheep 
were mostly in good condition. Range and pasture feed was 1% very 
poor, 5% poor, 28% fair, 59% good, and 7% excellent. 





NEW YORK: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.1. Soil moisture 13% 
short, 75% adequate, 12% surplus. Pasture feed 16% poor, 28% fair, 
53% good, 3% excellent. Oats 89% seeded, 81% 1996, 89% avg.; 25% 
fair, 50% good, 25% excellent. Wheat 14% fair, 86% good. Corn 71% 
planted, 48% 1996, 72% avg. Warmer weather is needed for 
germination, growth. Hay being cut for haylage, greenchop. Apples in 
eastern areas have good set. Spraying on schedule. Central regions, 
apples reached half-inch green to pink, full bloom. Lake Ontario apples 
show good bloom, conditions good for pollination. Vegetable crops 
behind normal development due to coolness. Warmer weather needed. 


NORTH CAROLINA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.4. Farmers had to 
deal with rain, cool weather again this week. Some crops are starting 
to show effects of the cold damp conditions. Most crops will be able to 
recover with some warm days ahead. Soil moisture 3% very short, 32% 
short, 59% adequate, 6% surplus. Activities for the week included: 








Planting cotton, peanuts, soybeans, tobacco; fertilizer and herbicide 
applications on corn; cutting hay; maintaining pastures; tending 
livestock; repairing equipment; general farm maintenance. 





NORTH DAKOTA: Days suitable for fieldwork 7. Warmer weather 
during the week helped push crop development, but further depleted soil 
moisture supplies. Topsoil 15% very short, 37% short, 43% adequate, 
5% surplus. Subsoil 3% very short, 14% short, 77% adequate, 6% 
surplus. Small grain planting neared completion slightly ahead of 
average despite delays early in the planting season. Durum wheat 92% 
planted, 50% emerged and beyond; 75%, 34% 1996, 85%, 61% avg. 
Late season crops: Canola 93% planted, 38% emerged and beyond; 
corn 93% planted, 56% emerged and beyond; 74%, 34% 1996,; 85%, 
55% avg.; dry edible beans 73% planted, 12% emerged and beyond; 
42%, 3% 1996, 69%, 28% avg.; flaxseed 75% planted, 29% emerged 
and beyond; 40%, 9% 1996, 65%, 34% avg.; potatoes 85% planted, 
10% emerged and beyond; 82%, 6% 1996, 93%, 18% avg.; soybeans 
72% planted, 25% emerged and beyond; 39%, 8% 1996, 76%, 41% 
avg.; sugar beets 99% planted, 56% emerged and beyond; 89%, 61% 
1996, 97%, 87% avg.; sunflower 56% planted, 13% emerged and 
beyond; 31%, 1% 1996, 58%, 19% avg. Emerged crop condition: 
durum 4% poor, 38% fair, 55% good, 3% excellent; sugar beets 10% 
fair, 74% good, 16% excellent. Pastures, ranges supplied 96% of 
roughage requirements. Pasture feed 6% very poor, 22% poor, 36% 
fair, 31% good, 5% excellent. 





OHIO: Days suitable for fieldwork 1.8, 4.66 avg. Topsoil 1% short, 
49% adequate, 50% surplus. Surplus up 31 points from last week. 
Corn planting is ahead of the five year average by about two weeks. 
West-central, southwest, central district over 98%. Northwest over 
76%. Corn 76% emerged, 21% 1996, 65% avg. This is up 19 points 
from last week. Soybeans planted 5 points ahead of the five year 
average. West-central, central slightly above 87%. Northern 1/3 of the 
State was below 60%. Soybeans emergence rose 29 points from last 
week; 49% 1997, 7% 1996, 41% avg. Oats emerged is 1 point ahead 
of the avg. Northwest district was below 70%. Winter wheat 97% 
jointed, 97% 1996, 98% avg. Winter wheat headed is 1 week behind 
the avg. Potatoes 91% planted, 72% 1996, 92% avg. Processing 
tomatoes 50% transplanted, 73% 1996, 72% avg. Alfalfa hay 1st 
Cutting 8%, 12% 1996, 32% avg. Other hay 1st cutting 4%, 8% 1996, 
20% avg. Southern Ohio, growers are staking, trellising, transplanting 
tomatoes; setting tobacco, transplanting melons. Most of the peppers 
are set. Other activities crop scouting, fence maintenance, spraying, 
applying anhydrous, planting and replanting, cultivating. Corn, soybeans 
replanting due to germination problems. Few reports of cutworm, 
seedling blight, ponding low lying areas. Hay 1% very poor, 8% poor, 
35% fair, 48% good, 8% excellent. Strawberries 8% poor, 34% fair, 
52% good, 6% excellent. 





OKLAHOMA Wheat harvest began in a few sandy areas before 
showers stopped combines 29th night. Wheat 61% soft dough, 79% 
1996, 72% avg.; 0% harvested, 11% 1996, 3% avg. Oats 91% heading, 
92% 1996, 90% avg.; 51% soft dough, 74% 1996, 55% avg.; 0% 
harvested, 10% 1996, 3% avg. Corn 99% up-to-stand, 99% 1996, 96% 
avg. Sorghum 77% seedbed prepared, 82% 1996, 86% avg.; 9% up-to- 
stand, 25% 1996, 23% avg. Soybeans 99% seedbed prepared, 95% 
1996, 84% avg.; 60% planted, 68% 1996, 45% avg.; 35% up-to-stand, 
36% 1996, 27% avg. Peanuts 92% seedbed prepared, 99% 1996, 95% 
avg.; 64% planted, 69% 1996, 58% avg.; 22% up-to-stand, 37% 1996, 
32% avg. Cotton 94% seedbed prepared, 93% 1996, 95% avg.; 23% 
up-to-stand, 30% 1996, 33% avg. Alfalfa hay 93% ist cutting, 87% 
1996, 80% avg.; 5% 2nd cutting, 6% 1996, 5% avg. All other hay 44% 
1st cutting, 30% 1996, 47% avg. Watermelons 88% running, 62% 
1996, 47% avg. Livestock 2% poor, 12% fair, 79% good, 7% excellent. 
Fed cattle prices steady to slightly lower. 





OREGON: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.0. Topsoil 1% very short, 
17% short, 81% adequate, 1% surplus. Subsoil 9% short, 91% 
adequate. All barley 97% planted, 94% 1996, 96% avg. Winter wheat 
3% poor, 12% fair, 58% good, 27% excellent; 59% headed, 57% 1996, 
69% avg. Activities: Westside grain producers sprayed for weed 
control, applied fertilizer. Crimson clover bloom finished, red clover 
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silage making continued. Wet weather discontinued haying, damaged 
hay already down. Rain welcomed for east side grain crops, damaged 
hay down. Some growers finished up spring grain seeding, began 
haylage harvest. Nursery operations moving to summer maintenance, 
digging to fill orders, field planting. Irrigation at nurseries cut back due 
to rain. Easter lily bud picking started, weeding in progress. Willamette 
Valley: vegetable planting continued; sweet corn, green beans, 
cucumbers, broccoli, cauliflower on schedule. Some sweet corn up 
about 4 inches, green beans emerged. Strawberry harvest began, 
caneberry development, growth continued, showed heavy set. Eastern 
hazelnut blight showing in central valley. Hood River Valley: Bartlett 
pear thinning started, some trees were showing effects of winter 
damage. Mid-Columbia: fruit fly, scab sprays being applied to sweet 
cherry crop. Eastern regions reported potato planting winding down and 
some potatoes emerged. Green peas blooming, asparagus doing well. 
Westside livestock condition reported good to excellent, good on East 
side. Sheep shearing underway in the Klamath Basin. Warmer weather 
with rainfall promoted good grass growth on ranges and pastures, 
although lower elevation ranges in the east, shallow soils in the south 
Willamette Valley started to turn. 





PENNSYLVANIA: Fair week for fieldwork. Days suitable for fieldwork 
4.6. Soil moisture 1% very short, 25% short, 66% adequate, 8% 
surplus. Plowing 97% complete, 87% 1996, 94% avg. Corn height 3 
in., 3 in. 1996, 2 in. avg.; 8% poor, 48% fair, 44% good. Tobacco 
transplanted 23% complete, 27% 1996, 18% avg. Soybeans planted 
60% complete, 40% 1996, 52% avg.; 30% fair, 70% good. Potatoes 
planted 75% complete, 77% 1996, 82% avg. Barley 92% heading or 
headed, 88% 1996, 79% avg.; 7% turning yellow, 9% 1996, 7% avg. 
Wheat 70% heading or headed, 77% 1996, 60% avg.; 5% poor, 25% 
fair, 65% good, 5% excellent. Oats 4% poor, 33% fair, 59% good, 4% 
excellent. Alfalfa 1st cutting 42% complete, 29% 1996, 31% avg. 
Timothy clover 1st cutting 10% complete, 13% 1996, 8% avg. Quality 
of hay made 30% fair, 60% good, 10% excellent. Peach 8% very poor, 
22% poor, 65% fair, 5% good. Apple 10% poor, 20% fair, 70% good. 
Activities: Plowing; planting oats, corn and soybeans; making hay and 
haylage; fixing fences; hauling manure; caring for livestock. 





SOUTH CAROLINA: = Soil moisture 2% very short, 27% short, 68% 
adequate, 3% surplus. Barley 99% turn color, 90% 1996, 85% avg; 6% 
fair, 54% good, 40% excellent. Cantaloupes 100% planted, 100% 1996, 
94% avg.; 1% very poor, 3% poor, 43% fair, 53% good. Corn 19% 
silked; 7% poor, 29% fair, 56% good, 8% excellent. Cucumbers 25% 
harvested; 45% fair, 41% good, 14% excellent. Hay 90% harvested, 
86% 1996, 83% avg.; 2% very poor, 5% poor, 35% fair, 53% good, 5% 
excellent. Oats 97% turn color, 96% 1996, 93% avg.; 84% ripe, 79% 
1996, 66% avg.; 47% harvested, 22% 1996, 24% avg.; 2% poor, 23% 
fair, 67% good, 8% excellent. Peaches 12% harvested, 3% 1996, 5% 
avg.; 13% poor, 21% fair, 35% good, 31% excellent. Rye 95% turn 
color, 95% 1996, 90% avg.; 80% ripe, 80% 1996, 61% avg.; 43% 
harvested, 19% 1996, 18% avg.; 3% poor, 34% fair, 59% good, 4% 
excellent. Snap beans 91% planted, 94% 1996, 85% avg.; 3% poor, 
13% fair, 70% good, 14% excellent. Sorghum 57% planted, 35% 1996, 
42% avg.; 46% headed; 8% fair, 54% good, 38% excellent. Soybeans 
36% planted, 31% 1996, 34% avg.; 45% fair, 51% good, 4% excellent. 
Sweetpotatoes 56% planted, 78% 1996, 58% avg.; 60% fair, 40% good. 
Tobacco 5% topped; 3% poor, 31% fair, 63% good, 3% excellent. 
Tomatoes 29% fair, 70% good, 1% excellent. Watermelons 6% poor, 
40% fair, 49% good, 5% excellent. Winter wheat 98% turn color, 98% 
1996, 94% avg.; 62% ripe, 77% 1996, 63% avg.; 17% harvested, 7% 
1996, 14% avg.; 2% poor, 18% fair, 62% good, 18% excellent. 





SOUTH DAKOTA: Days suitable for fieldwork 2.5. Topsoil 1% very 
short, 4% short, 69% adequate, 26% surplus. Subsoil 1% short, 63% 
adequate, 36% surplus. Winter wheat 26% boot. Winter rye 35% boot. 
Spring wheat 1% boot. Winter rye 13% poor, 28% fair, 52% good, 7% 
excellent. Alfalfa hay 4% very poor, 4% poor, 28% fair, 53% good, 11% 
excellent. Sunflowers 23% planted. Flax 64% planted, 31% emerged. 
Livestock 2% poor, 19% fair, 68% good, 11% excellent. Calving 95% 
complete. Lambing 95% complete. Cattle, calves moved to pasture 
88% complete. Feed supplies 5% very short, 9% short, 80% adequate, 
6% surplus. Stock water 65% adequate, 35% surplus. 








TENNESSEE: Days suitable for fieldwork 1.0. Topsoil moisture 49% 
adequate, 51% surplus. Subsoil moisture 63% adequate, 37% surplus. 
Farmers were kept out of fields most of last week due to continuous rain 
showers throughout the State. However, farmers in scattered areas 
used every opportunity available, worked around the rains. Farmers 
worked in early mornings or when the rains stopped in mid-day or early 
evening to plant soybeans, sorghum, harvest hay. As crop progresses, 
conditions should show improvement with sunshine and warmer 
weather. Corn 1% very poor, 5% poor, 24% fair, 55% good, 15% 
excellent. Tobacco 3% poor, 39% fair, 53% good, 5% excellent; 46% 
transplanted, 62% 1996, 69% avg. Wheat 4% poor, 28% fair, 52% 
good, 16% excellent; 65% turning color, 71% 1996, 73% avg.; 1% ripe, 
4% 1996, 10% avg. Sorghum 80% planted, 76% 1996, 79% avg. 
Pasture 6% poor, 29% fair, 54% good, 11% excellent. Cattle 2% poor, 
19% fair, 62% good, 17% excellent. Alfalfa hay 4% poor, 29% fair, 58% 
good, 9% excellent; 70% 1st cutting, 81% 1996, 86% avg. Other hay 
7% poor, 35% fair, 49% good, 9% excellent. 





TEXAS: Vidient weather erupted in parts of the State, causing losses 
to human lives, crops, and livestock. High winds and hail caused 
problems in the Plains, while tornadoes touched down in the central 
areas. Areturn to warmer, open conditions by late week improved crop 
conditions in most areas. Producers were able to make good progress 
on fieldwork, however, were slowed at times by rain. Haying operations 
increased as weather permitted in many areas. Livestock conditions 
continued to be good in most areas. Small grains harvest slowly 
increased in the Blacklands between rain showers. High winds in 
association with tornadoes caused some lodging. Harvest got underway 
in the Low Plains during week. Fields continued to improve in the High 
Plains, where fields were heading. Crop progress was 3% harvested, 
compared with 11% in 1996 and the 8% avg. Corn progress was good 
in nearly all areas of the State by late week. Irrigation operations slowed 
in the Plains due to timely rains. Fields were in the dough stage in the 
Rio Grande Valley, Coastal Bend, into central areas. Fields were 
tasseling in the Blacklands, where some fields were blown over by high 
winds. Crop progress was 15% silked, compared with 25% in 1996 and 
the 26% avg., and 2% doughing, compared with 7% in 1996 and the 
6% avg. Cotton planting and cultivation activities returned by midweek 
in many areas. Additional sunshine is needed in most areas for further 
progress. Fields were squaring in many areas from the Valley area to 
central areas. Grain sorghum planting operations increased in the 
Plains, where emerged fields made good progress. Some delays were 
experienced during week due to wet fields. Good progress was reported 
from north-central areas down to Rio Grande Valley, along the Upper 
Coast. Fields were heading in the southern areas, but many fields 
continued behind schedule. Statewide condition rated 88% normal, 
compared with 54% by this date last year. Crop progress was 14% 
headed, compared with 27% in 1996 and the 26% avg. Peanut planting 
continued in the north-central areas, with early fields showing good 
growth. Land preparations continued in the south-central areas, with 
limited planting underway. Rice: Most fields were showing good growth; 
however, progress was behind normal. Soybeans: Planting was delayed 
in the Plains; however, early fields made good progress. Fields along the 
Upper Coast also made good progress, but some fields showed iron 
deficiencies. Sugar beets: Fields made good progress for the week. 
Other crops: Oats was 17% harvested, compared with 37% in 1996 and 
the 24% avg. Sunflowers were 33% planted, compared with 40% in 
1996 and the 47% avg. 

Commercial Vegetables: In the Rio Grande Valley, melon production 
remained poor. Harvest of other vegetables continued without much 
delay. In the San Antonio-Winter Garden, watermelons remained 
behind but made good progress for the week. Onion harvest 
progressed. In the High Plains, potatoes and onions were progressing 
well in good condition. In the easterm areas, sweetpotato planting was 
underway, and early fields made good progress. Tomatoes were setting 
fruit. Harvest of other vegetables were increasing as weather conditions 
allowed. In Trans-Pecos, cantaloups made good progress. Peach 
harvest continued in many areas. Brown rot was reported in some 
orchards, with spraying taking place. High winds in some areas caused 
some loss. Pecans spraying for case bearers increased into more areas 
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during the week. However, numbers were lower than normal for the first 
generation. Nut sets were good in most areas. 

j k: Ranges and pastures continued to make good 
to excellent progress across the State. Growth of warm-season grasses 
increased. Hay cutting activity increased as weather conditions allowed. 
Livestock conditions remained good. Flies continued to be a problem in 
some herds. Livestock were lost and scattered as a result of a strong 
tornado that ripped through central areas. 





UTAH: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.5. Topsoil 17% short, 74% 
adequate, 9% surplus. Subsoil 16% short, 75% adequate, 9% surplus. 
Pasture feed, range 2% poor, 17% fair, 65% good, 16% excellent. Oats 
emerged 85%, 72% 1996, 84% avg. Winter wheat heading or better 
50%, 37% 1996, 36% avg. Corn emerged 80%, 76% 1996, 70% avg. 
Alfalfa hay 1st cutting 11%, 10% 1996, 24% avg.; height 20 in., 17 in. 
1996, 18 in. avg. Other hay cutting 2%, 2% 1996, 6% avg. Dry beans 
planted 53%. Cattle moved to summer range 60%, 64% 1996, 64% 
avg. Sheep moved to summer range 48%, 67% 1996, 60% avg. Major 
farm, ranch activities: Cutting alfalfa and other hay, irrigating, spraying 
for weeds, spraying apple trees, moving cattle and sheep to summer 
range. Some counties are reporting higher-than-normal infestation of 
weeds, insects. Snow has finally come off the high country in Uintah 
County, winter wheat has suffered significant winter kill. Producers are 
planting spring wheat to replace the winter wheat. Cattle, sheep are in 
excellent to good condition. 





VIRGINIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.1. Topsoil 5% very short, 
40% short, 50% adequate, 5% surplus. Subsoil 5% very short, 26% 
short, 65% adequate, 4% surplus. Corn 93% planted, 89% 1996, 93% 
avg.; 5% poor, 45% fair, 40% good, 10% excellent. Soybeans 35% 
planted, 32% 1996, 33% avg. Cotton 99% planted, 100% 1996, 100% 
avg.; 5% poor, 55% fair, 40% good. Winter wheat 5% poor, 25% fair, 
60% good, 10% excellent. Barley 1% very poor, 5% poor, 25% fair, 
60% good, 9% excellent. Apples 5% very poor, 20% poor, 25% fair, 
40% good, 10% excellent. Peaches 20% very poor, 20% poor, 40% fair, 
20% good. Flue tobacco transplanted 90%, 92% 1996, 95% avg.; 5% 
poor, 45% fair, 25% good, 25% excellent. Sun tobacco transplanted 
80%, 81% 1996, 80% avg. Burley tobacco transplanted 35%, 57% 
1996, 47% avg.; 25% fair, 75% good. Dark fire cured tobacco 
transplanted 90%, 72% 1996, 78% avg.; 10% poor, 25% fair, 65% 
good. Peanuts 98% planted, 96% 1996, 98% avg.; 1% poor, 26% fair, 
72% good, 1% excellent. Summer potatoes 2% poor, 15% fair, 73% 
good, 10% excellent. Pasture feed 1% very poor, 15% poor, 50% fair, 
33% good, 1% excellent. Alfalfa 5% poor, 40% fair, 50% good, 5% 
excellent. Other hay 18% poor, 45% fair, 35% good, 2% excellent. 
Scattered rain showers with some localities heavily drenched over the 
weekend, improved moisture supplies, brought relief to stressed crops 
in many localities throughout the State. Tobacco transplanting, hay 
Cutting progress was hindered due to surplus topsoil moisture in some 
localities. Dry conditions earlier during the week allowed for much of the 
1st cutting of hay to be harvested with low yields being reported. Other 
activities included: Preparing combines for small grain harvesting, 
planting snap beans, cucumbers and sweetpotatoes. 





WASHINGTON: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.4. Topsoil 10% short, 
70% adequate, 20% surplus. Subsoil 13% short, 85% adequate, 2% 
surplus. West of the mountains, wet conditions limited fieldwork with 
standing water in some fields. Eastern areas received some needed 
precipitation to boost spring crops. Winter wheat 59% headed, 27% 
1996, 51% avg.; dryland 15% fair, 60% good, 25% excellent; irrigated 
80% good, 20% excellent. Spring wheat 99% planted, 98% 1996, 99% 
avg.; 98% emerged, 93% 1996, 96% avg.; dryland 10% fair, 65% good, 
25% excellent; irrigated 90% good, 10% excellent. Winter wheat was 
headed out, flowering. Rainfall improved wheat conditions, some intense 
storms also caused hail damage in areas. Soil moisture conditions for 





grain development was reported as very good in eastern areas. Barley 
100% planted, 95% 1996, 99% avg.; 98% emerged, 84% 1996, 95% 
avg.; dryland 20% fair, 60% good, 20% excellent; irrigated 100% good. 
Corn 97% planted, 97% 1996, 93% avg. Dry beans 40% planted, 
53% 1996, 55% avg. Dry peas 100% planted, 95% 1996, 98% 
avg. Potatoes 100% planted, 100% 1996, 99% avg.; 85% emerged, 
94% 1996, 88% avg.; 100% good. Hay, other roughage supplies, 30% 
short, 55% adequate, 15% surplus. Alfalfa 1st cutting continued, rain 
delayed haying in many areas. Green chop, silage cutting by dairies 
continued west of the mountains. Range, pasture feed 4% poor, 21% 
fair, 65% good, 10% excellent. Grazing conditions were reported as 
good. On the west side, strawberries sized well, were nearly ripe, there 
were concerns about fruit rot. Apple scab expected to be a problem in 
the west. Central areas growers protected fruit against mildew, scab, 
put on the first cover for codling moth. Planting of sweet corn was 
nearly completed, pumpkin planting continued. Pea, bean stands look 
good. Harvesting of asparagus continued. 





WEST VIRGINIA Days suitable for fieldwork 3.8. Topsoil 7% short, 
81% adequate, 12% surplus. Intended acreage prepared for spring 
planting 95%, 78% 1996. Com 81% planted, 63% 1996, 80% avg. Hay 
2% very poor, 10% poor, 39% fair, 46% good, 3% excellent; 1st cutting 
of hay 7%, 7% 1996, 22% avg. Cool, wet conditions continue hamper 
hay production, harvest. Oats 1% poor, 6% fair, 93% good; 96% 
planted, 90% 1996, 90% avg.; oats 73% emerged, 81% 1996, 84% avg. 
Soybean 68% planted, 9% 1996. Tobacco transplanted 44%, 9% 1996, 
56% avg. Wheat 1% poor, 21% fair, 72% good, 6% excellent; 80% 
headed, 68% 1996, 77% avg. Apple 92% fair, 8% good. Peach 100% 
fair. Cattle 1% poor, 19% fair, 74% good, 6% excellent. Sheep 8% fair, 
87% good, 5% excellent. Activities: Field preparation for planting; 
planting corn, oats, soybeans; transplanting tobacco, cutting hay and 
hay silage, shearing sheep, general maintenance. 





WISCONSIN: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.5. Soil moisture 5% very 
short, 21% short, 71% adequate, 3% surplus. Last week ended with 
warmer weather which aided alfalfa growth. First crop hay harvest was 
reported at only 1% started. Green chop was needed by many dairy 
operations, as silos have become empty in many areas of the State. 
Windy days have kept spraying to a minimum, statewide. There were 
many reports of corn emerged; corn averaged 1.0 inch in height. Some 
early-planted corn in Oconto County was observed rotting in the fields. 
Some farmers in Lincoln, Columbia, Dane, Dodge, and Crawford 
Counties had to replant corn. Soybean acreage increased twenty points 
from last week to 90% in the ground, compared with 52% 1996, 68% 
avg. Some soybeans had to be replanted in Brown County. Winter rye 
and winter wheat were in good condition in Marquette County. Pasture 
feed 3% very poor, 16% poor, 37% fair,40% good, 4% excellent. 
Pastures were reported short in many counties due to the dry, cool 
weather. Apple trees were in full bloom in Marathon County. Potatoes 
were up in Adams and Waushara Counties. A Wood County reporter 
commented that cranberry growers continue to frost-protect their crop, 
as nighttime temperatures last week ranged from 10 to 15 degrees. 





WYOMING: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.9. Topsoil 5% short, 89% 
adequate, 6% surplus. Winter wheat 72% jointed, 81% 1996, 81% avg. 
Winter wheat insect infestation mostly light. Barley 88% emerged, 89% 
1996, 88% avg.; 43% jointed, 29% 1996, 34% avg. Oats 74% 
emerged, 72% 1996, 77% avg.; 25% jointed, 14% 1996, 17% avg. 
Spring wheat 78% emerged, 72% 1996, 80% avg.; 19% jointed, 16% 
1996, 22% avg. Sugar beets 95% emerged, 92% 1996, 92% avg. Corn 
80% emerged, 70% 1996, 67% avg. Dry beans 66% planted, 55% 
1996, 46% avg.; 13% emerged, 5% 1996, 9% avg. Range, pasture 
feed 2% poor, 20% fair, 62% good, 16% excellent. Range flock ewes 
lambed 79%, 81% 1996, 83% avg. Livestock in mostly good condition. 
Stock water supplies mostly adequate. 
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HIGHLIGHTS 


FSU-WESTERN: Frequent rain and cool weather favored winter grain 
development in Ukraine, Russia, and Belarus, but hampered summer crop 
planting. 


FSU-NEW LANDS: Rain continued to slow spring grain planting in the 
Urals, while several days of warm, dry weather in Western Siberia and 
Kazakstan favored rapid planting progress. 


EUROPE: Late-season rain benefited summer crops in Spain, while 
drenching rain in southeastern Europe likely caused some flooding. 


AUSTRALIA: Scattered showers maintained generally favorable conditions 
for emerging winter grains. 


SOUTH ASIA: Unseasonable rain spread across the north and east, 
hampering seasonal rice activities. 


CANADA: Prairie spring grain and oilseed planting progressed, aided by 
improved weather over Manitoba. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA: Widespread showers continued to ease dryness 
across Thailand and the Philippines. 


EASTERN ASIA: Rain maintained favorable moisture for summer crops 
across China, Japan, and the Korean Peninsula. 


SOUTH AMERICA: Rain continued to increase topsoil moisture for 
germinating winter wheat in southern Brazil, while central Argentina 
experienced cool, dry weather. 


MEXICO: Warmer, drier weather prevailed across northern Mexico. 
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MONTHLY DATA FROM SELECTED FOREIGN CITIES 
CLIMATE PREDICTION CENTER-NCEP-NWS-NOAA 


*** DATA NOT AVAILABLE 





COUNTRY CITY 


INORWAY OSLO 
ISWEDEN STOCKHOLM 
FINLAND HELSINKI 
UKINGDO GLASGOW 
EDINBURGH 
BIRMINGHAM 
LONDON 
IRELAND DUBLIN 
ICELAND REYKJAVIK 
DENMARK COPENHAGEN 
LUXEMBO LUXEMBOURG 
|SWITZERL ZURICH 
GENEVA 
PARIS/ORLY 
STRASBOURG 
BOURGES 
BORDEAUX 
TOULOUSE 
MARSEILLE 
VALLADOLID 
MADRID 
SEVILLE 
PORTUGA LISBON 
IGERMANY HAMBURG 
BERLIN 
DUSSELDORF 
LEIPZIG 
DRESDEN 
STUTTGART 
NURNBERG 
VIENNA 
INNSBRUCK 
PRAGUE 
WARSAW 
LODZ 
KATOWICE 
PRZEMYSL 
HUNGARY BUDAPEST 
'YUGOSLA BELGRADE 
ROMANIA BUCHAREST 
|BULGARIA SOFIA 
ITALY MILAN 
VERONA 
VENICE 
GENOA 
ROME 
NAPLES 
THESSALONIKA 
LARISSA 
ATHENS 
ISTANBUL 
ANKARA 
LARNACA 
TALLINN 
KAUNAS 
MINSK 
KAZAN 
MOSCOW 
YEKATERINBURG 
OMSK 
NOVOSIBIRSK 
BARNAUL 
KHABAROVSK 
VLADIVOSTOK 
SARATOV 
VOLGOGRAD 
ROSTOV 
ASTRAKHAN 
KRASNODAR 
ORENBURG 


FRANCE 
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TEMPERATURE PRECIPITATION | COUNTRY CITY TEMPERATURE PRECIPITATION 
(©) (MM) (© (MM) 
He LO DPART DPART Ht LO DPART DPART 
MAX MIN AVG F/NRM TOTAL  F/NRM MAX MIN AVG F/NRM F/NRM 
3 15 29 121 95 | ZAMBIA LUSAKA 27 > - -1 
0 15 1.8 121 86 | ZIMBABW HARARE 16 0.9 -10 
2 oe 22 50 |SAFRICA PRETORIA -0.7 
0.5 44 JOHANNESBURG -1.6 
23 0.3 40 BETHAL “1.1 
22 1.2 12 DURBAN 0.7 
1.3 13 CAPE TOWN 1.0 
03 3 TORONTO -26 
= 4 MONTREAL -2.2 
1.8 31 WINNIPEG -3.6 
07 6 REGINA -0.8 
0.7 SASKATOON -1.4 
0.6 LETHBRIDGE -0.6 
0.2 CALGARY 0.5 
0.1 EDMONTON -0.4 
14 VANCOUVER 2.0 
0.0 GUADALAJARA 
_— MEXICO CITY 
0.2 ACAPULCO 
1.2 BERMUDA ST. GEORGES 
BAHAMAS NASSAU 
JAMAICA KINGSTON 
PRICO SAN JUAN 
GUADELO RAIZET 
MARTINIQ LAMENTIN 
BARBADO BRIDGETOWN 
TRINIDAD PORT OF SPAIN 
COLOMB! BOGOTA 
VENEZUE CARACAS 
F GUIANA CAYENNE 
BRAZIL FORTALEZA 
RECIFE 
BELO HORIZONTE 
CAMPO GRANDE 
FRANCA 
RIO DE JANEIRO 
LONDRINA 
SANTA MARIA 
PORTO ALEGRE 
PERU UMA 
BOLIVA LAPAZ 
CHILE SANTIAGO 
ARGENTIN IGUAZU 
FORMOSA 
CERES 
CORDOBA 
RIO CUARTO 
ROSARIO 
BUENOS AIRES 
SANTA ROSA 
TRES ARROYOS 
NOUMEA 
NAUSORI 
PAGO PAGO 
PAPEETE 
DARWIN 
BRISBANE 
PERTH 
CEDUNA 
ADELAIDE 
MELBOURNE 
WAGGA 
CANBERRA 
INDONES! DJAKARTA 
PHILIPP! MANILA 





IKAZAKHS TSELINOGRAD 
KARAGANDA 
GEORGIA TBILISI 
UZBEKIST TASHKENT 
IRKMEN! ASHKHABAD 
SYRIA DAMASCUS 
ISRAEL JERUSALEM 
PAKISTAN KARACHI 
INDIA AMRITSAR 
NEW DELHI 
AHMEDABAD 
INDORE 
CALCUTTA 
VERAVAL 
BOMBAY 
POONA 
BEGAMPET 
VISHAKHAPATNAM 
MADRAS 
MANGALORE 
KINGS PEAK 
PYONGYANG 
SEOUL 
SAPPORO 
NAGOYA 
TOKYO 
YOKOHAMA 
KYOTO 
OSAKA 
THAILAND PHETCHABUN 
BANGKOK 
MALAYSIA KUALA LUMPUR 
(VIETNAM HANOI 
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ICHAGOS DIEGO GARCIA 
LIBYA TRIPOLI 
BENGHAZI 
EGYPT CAIRO 
ASWAN 
ETHIOPIA ADDIS ABABA 
KENYA NAIROBI 
TANZANIA DAR ES SALAAM 
GABON LIBREVILLE 
0 LOME 
BURKINA OUAGADOUGOU 37 
COTE D'l ABIDJAN 31 
IMOZAMBI MAPUTO 26 
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Mostly dry weather prevailed over England, France, the Benelux 
countries, western Germany, and Italy’s Po Valley. Although soil 
moisture was adequate for normal crop development in most areas, 
rain was needed in Italy, where soil moisture was limited. In Spain 
and Portugal, generous rains (30-50 mm, with local amounts in excess 
of 50 mm) fell in most areas, benefiting spring grains and summer 
crops, but slowing winter grain maturation and harvesting. In eastern 
Europe, wet weather (15-50 mm, with local amounts in excess of 50 
mm) continued to benefit crops from Poland, southward through the 
Czech Republic and Slovakia, into Hungary. Widespread heavy rain 
(50-91 mm) drenched southern Romania, southeastern former 
Yugoslavia, and Bulgaria, creating the potential for some flooding and 
lodging of winter grains. Crop progress for winter grains in eastern 
Europe likely ranged from the jointing stage in northern areas to the 
heading and flowering stages in the south. Weekly temperatures 
averaged 4 to 6 degrees C below normal in northern and eastern 
Europe, and 1 to 3 degrees C above normal in western areas. 





5 PSULWESTERN 








Frequent showers and cool weather favored crop development over 
most of the region. In Ukraine, wet weather (20-60 mm) eased 
developing dryness in southern areas, but may have caused local 
flooding in central portions of the country. Reports as of May 26 
indicated planting of spring grain crops in Ukraine was virtually 
complete. The rain in Ukraine was especially beneficial for winter 
wheat, likely advancing through reproduction in the south and nearing 
the heading stage in the north. In Russia, moderate to heavy rain (20- 
50 mm, with local amounts in excess of 70 mm) soaked crop areas in 
the North Caucasus, Volga Valley, and the Central Black Soils 
Region. Although some localized flooding may have occurred, the 
rain was beneficial for winter wheat, likely in or nearing the heading 
stage. However, the rain caused further delays in corn, sugarbeet, and 
sunflower planting, which was lagging behind last year’s pace due to 
earlier wetness. Farther north in Russia, lesser amounts of rain 
(around 10 mm) occurred in the Central and Volga Vyatsk regions. 
In Belarus, light precipitation (10-25 mm) maintained favorable 
moisture conditions for winter grains, likely in the jointing stage and 
spring-sown crops in the vegetative stage. Weekly temperatures 
averaged 4 to 7 degrees C below normal over Ukraine, Russia, 
Belarus, and the Baltics, slowing crop development. 





UNEWLANDS 














Spring grain planting (oats, spring wheat, and spring barley) was 
typically underway in Russia and Kazakstan. In Russia, continued wet 
weather (10-25 mm, with local amounts in excess of 25 mm) in the 
Urals caused further delays in spring grain planting, while several 
days of warm, dry weather in Western Siberia favored rapid planting 
progress. In Kazakstan, unseasonably warm, dry weather in most 
areas favored rapid spring grain planting. Weekly temperatures 
averaged 6 to 10 degrees C above normal in most of Kazakstan and 
Western Siberia, with extreme maximum temperatures ranging from 
31 to 35 degrees C. Although the warm weather favored rapid 
germination of newly planted spring grains, it increased evaporation 
rates, lowering topsoil moisture. 
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CANADA 
TONMAY 28-31, 1997. a 4 Warmer, generally drier weather aided Prairie spring grain and oilseed 


planting. Conditions were especially favorable in Manitoba, where 
cold, wet weather so far this season has restricted fieldwork in some 
districts. Lingering, moderate showers in southern Alberta and 
neighboring areas of Saskatchewan hampered late plantings but were 
a boon to farmers in that traditionally drier region. Planting should be 
winding down soon in most Prairie crop areas. Farther east, moderate 
showers (10-25 mm) lingered over southern corn and soybean areas 
of Ontario, keeping many fields too wet for fieldwork. Drier weather 
elsewhere in crop areas of Ontario and Quebec helped, but below- 
normal temperatures throughout the region continued to restrict early 
corn development. 




















MEXICO : 
Showers (1-20 mm) tapered off across northern Mexico, as warmer 
weather prevailed (maximum temperatures ranged from 35-40 degrees 


C). In central Mexico, scattered showers (5-44 mm) kept topsoils 
moist for corn planting. 





MEXICO 
Total Precipitation (mm) 
MAY 25 - 31, 1997 














across central Argentina. Temperatures 
averaged 1 to 3 degrees C below normal, as minimum temperatures 
ranged from 0 to -5 degrees C across the southern half of Buenos 
Aires province. According to reports as of May 23, soybean 
harvesting was 92 percent complete, with corn harvesting 85 percent 
and cotton harvesting 67 percent. The harvest progress of all these 
crops was ahead of last year’s pace. In southern Brazil, widespread 
rain (25-75 mm) reached from Rio Grande do Sul northeastward into 
Minas Gerais, increasing topsoil moisture for germinating winter 
wheat and benefiting second-season crops. Temperatures ranged from 
near to slightly below normal across southern Brazil. 





SOUTH AMERICA 
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Unseasonably heavy rain (25-50 mm, exceeding 100 mm locally) fell 
across northern and eastern India and Bangladesh. The rain in the far 
east hampered fieldwork in major rice areas and worsened local 
flooding following last week’s cyclone. The region’s winter wheat 
harvest should have been virtually complete, but any outside storage 
would have been affected. Temperatures averaged below normal 
across the rainy north and east, although weekly highs reached 
seasonably high levels from the upper 30's to middle 40's C across the 
region. Southern India awaits the onset of the southwest monsoon, 
which typically arrives in early June. 
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SOUTHASIA , 
Total Precipitation(mm) 
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In Thailand, widespread showers (10-60 mm) continued to ease 
dryness and favor rainfed rice, especially in the east. Likewise, 
showers (40-100 mm, with isolated amounts greater than 150 mm) 
brought relief to the northern and central Philippines, aiding main- 
season rice and corn. Showers (20-80 mm) maintained rice moisture 
supplies in Vietnam. Light to moderate showers (5-40 mm) fell 
across Java, causing no serious delays to the main-season rice harvest. 
Beiow-normal rainfall (less than 15 mm) continued across peninsular 
Thailand and Malaysia, reducing moisture supplies for oil palm. This 
region typically receives 30 to 50 mm per week during mid to late 
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Rain (10-35 mm) again covered Manchuria, increasing topsoil 
moisture for vegetative spring wheat and germinating corn and 
soybeans. After a week’s respite, rain (10-35 mm) returned to the 
North China Plain, favoring vegetative summer crops and late-filling 
winter wheat. Lighter rain (5-50 mm) fell across the Yangtze Valley 
and southern China, easing some of the excessive wetness, especially 
across the extreme southern provinces. This rain, however, still 
maintained favorable moisture for summer crops and rice. 
Temperatures averaged 1 to 2 degrees C below normal across most of 
China except for the Yangtze Valley and northern Manchuria (1-3 
degrees C above normal). Widespread rain (20-40 mm) maintained 
adequate to abundant moisture supplies for transplanted rice across the 
Korean Peninsula and Japan. Temperatures across these regions 
averaged 1 to 2 degrees C below normal. 
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Light to moderate showers (2-25 mm) continued throughout primary winter 
grain areas, keeping topsoil moisture adequate for germination. Rainfall 
exceeding 10 mm was especially welcomed over much of Victoria and 
South Australia, where seasonal moisture deficits have threatened crop 
prospects. Temperatures averaged near normal in western and 
southeastern winter grain areas, with some possibility of localized frost. 
Temperatures averaged slightly above normal in southern Queensland. In 
New Zealand, light to moderate showers (10-38 mm) covered the main 
agricultural areas. 


U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
National Weather Service/Climate Prediction Center 
i Douglas Le Comte (202) 720-7919 
fax (202) 720-1455 
Brad Rippey (202) 720-1444 
.... David Secora, Jeff Savadel, Brian Morris 
(202) 720-7917 
John Kopman (301) 763-8227, ext. 7534 
fax (301) 763-8395 


U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
Economic Research Service 


National Agricultural Statistics Service 
Agricultural Statistician Rhonda Brandt (202) 720-7621 
Kiara Haskins (202) 720-8033 
World Agricultural Outlook Board 
Agricultural Weather Analysts 
Tom Puterbaugh, Mark Brusberg, Bob Stefanski 
Teressa Davis (202) 720-9807 








AUSTRALIA 


Total Precipitation(mm) 
MAY 25 - 31, 1997 








Climate Prediction Center, W/NP52 
Attn: Weekly Weather & Crop Bulletin 
NOAA/NWS/NCEP 
4700 Sliver Hill Road 
Stop 9910 
Washington, DC 20233-9910 

UMI 


WEEKLY NEWS BULLETIN 
FIRST CLASS ane 








FIRST CLASS MAIL 
POSTAGE & FEES PAID 


PERMIT NO. G-19 











Periodicals check In 


OFFICIAL BUSINESS 
PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE, $300 


300 N. Zeeb Rd. 
P.O. Box 1346 


Ann Arbor MI 48106-1346 








